Dear Birthmother,
We know that you will be reviewing many letters that offer an overwhelming selection of
potential adoptive parents for your baby. We appreciate your time and consideration. Our
letter is designed to give you a sense of each of us as individuals, as a couple and as a family.
Let’s take a journey together that looks at our past, present and future. Here we go!
Eric is 39 years old, extremely tall at 6’5”, has green eyes with dark blonde
hair. He is famous for his big beautiful smile—he’s always happy. He grew
up in a small town in Southwestern Iowa and graduated from the University
of Arizona in Tucson. Yes, we fly the Wildcat flag in front of our house for
all basketball games. Go Wildcats! He is employed as an executive in the
banking industry. His career has been focused on banking for more than
15 years and he is well established in his professional endeavors. Eric
enjoys biking, boating and running. He recently began guitar and surfing
lessons. This picture was taken while mountain biking in Park City, Utah.
Colleen is 38; she is 5’2” with green eyes, brown hair. She’s a true
California girl! She received her undergraduate degree from Long
Beach State and her graduate degree from University of San
Francisco. She works as a human
resources manager for an
investment banking firm. Her job
allows her to work from home and
there is lots of flexibility that enables her to be at Cameron’s
school parties, performances and involved in all other
activities for our daughter and any other blessings in our
life. Colleen enjoys running, aerobics, photography, and
lounging in the sun as shown here.
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It all began on New Year’s Eve in San Francisco—the City by the Bay.
We were both living and working in the City. Our apartments were just
blocks from one another and we had several mutual friends, but did not
know one another until our paths crossed at a New Year’s Eve
celebration.
We became good friends before we started our relationship. Our first
date was a run to the Golden Gate Bridge, which is the same route that
we were running when Eric proposed marriage. We’re still running
partners and we’re still the best of friends today.
Our wedding day in 1998 was truly memorable with loving family, wonderful friends in San
Francisco. It was the official beginning of our loving life together.

Shortly after our marriage, we moved to Chicago—the Windy City for a promotion with Eric’s
job. We started our married life in downtown Chicago with all the hustle and bustle of city
living. It was an exciting place for us as young newlyweds. We explored the city and all it had
to offer—Cubs games, the theatre, opera. Our greatest delight was to ride our bikes down to
our boat and cruise Lake Michigan during the summer months.
The first addition to our family was our dog, Daytona. He
is a gentle giant and loves being a part of our family. He
was born on Valentines Day 1998 near Eric’s hometown
in Iowa. Eric drove 18 hours round trip from Chicago to
pick up Daytona and bring him home as a 6 week old
puppy as shown in this photo. The first night in our new
home was spent with all three of us sleeping on the floor
together. We wanted to provide comfort and security to
Daytona. Yes, he is a part of our family and enjoys time
on the boat as Colleen’s co-captain also!
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We were blessed with our first baby,
Cameron in June of 2001. She is the
greatest joy in our life. She is sweet,
smart and very active! Cameron
attends Montessori school and
participates in gymnastics, ballet,
computer lab, Spanish and ceramics.
We want her to have every
opportunity—even at the age of 4!
Her school focuses on social interaction and age appropriate
development. Her teachers describe Cameron as a spark plug who
ignites continuous fun and learning.
It was in late 2002 that we
experienced great disappointment
when we learned that we would not
be able to have more children due
to medical reasons. Now, we are
optimistic and excited as we open
our hearts and our home to the
possibilities of expanding our family
through adoption.
There are so many special family moments that we share with Cameron such as bike rides,
visiting cousins (shown here riding a camel and tubby time), whispering sugar secrets and
reading her favorite books…over and over!
In 2003, we returned to Southern California. It’s our home!
We live in an active young community with lots of room to
expand our family in our beautiful home. Our established,
upscale neighborhood is filled with friendly faces and
wonderful people, most with children of their own.
Think 4th of July Parade with kids racing on their scooters
with red, white and blue streamers blowing in the
wind…decked out in patriotism as shown here.
Every year, our family hosts a traditional Christmas party with
friends, neighbors and family. Santa always makes a visit with
lots of gifts for the neighbors, friends, cousins who make our
party special. Our neighborhood boasts a community pool, tot
lot and state-of-the-art fitness center. There is access to award
winning schools, both public and private, very near our home.
We can ride our bikes to the beach to enjoy the sand and surf of
the magnificent Pacific Ocean.
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Family Time
We enjoy traveling together to destinations
focused on family activities and fun. One of our
favorite spots is Hawaii where we enjoy laying on
the beach and building sand castles. We felt very
daring a few years ago and went parasailing in
Hawaii as shown here. This was a once in a
lifetime aerial view of Maui. Breathtaking!
For Christmas, we took our family to Disneyland.
It was a magical day for everyone. You will see
our group picture in our vintage Mickey t-shirts at
the end of our letter.

Together, we trained for and achieve achieved a major
milestone when we completed the Phoenix half
marathon in January 2004 and 2006. Yes, we
endured the 13.1 mile run with focus, perseverance
and a solid pace—twice. Cameron and her
grandparents were waiting for us near the finish line
each time. We are always so excited to see her! As
shown here, she ran across the finish line with us.
Lots of cheers and tears of joy!
We strongly believe in the importance of fitness and
health. It’s our responsibility to set an example for our
children. Therefore, we always have a fun run or
major milestone on our fitness calendar.
In addition, we enjoy spending time at home—planting our flowers, swimming in our pool,
grilling and eating outdoors, singing and dancing.

Parenting
Our philosophy on parenthood is simple and straightforward. We
love one another, our child, our family and friends. Parenthood is
an extension of the love and
commitment we have for one
another and others.
We give our best to our child,
family and friends every day. We recognize there is a need
for a delicate balance between friend and role model.
Parenting is a fun, exciting journey filled with love, joy and
hope.
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Lifelong Learning
Learning is an important aspect of our lives. Colleen’s job is focused on
teaching employees both technical and interpersonal skills. She also
challenges herself in horse riding lessons. Eric is continuously attending
classes (such as surfing and guitar which were already mentioned) and he
periodically takes courses for his work in banking. We believe that, as
parents, we are the role model for our children when it comes to learning
and pursuing our passions.
Religion
We are both Catholic and plan to instill our
faith in our children. To us, this means that
we’re dedicated to caring for one another as
loving family members, helping others in need
and being gracious to God for all of our
blessings in life.
We consider religion a path to live by and a
family tradition. Cameron was baptized at six
weeks in the same baptismal dress worn by
Colleen as an infant as shown in the picture below. This was a time for our family and friends
to gather together to bless our child, a gift from above. We intend to baptize and educate all of
our children in the Catholic Church.
We attend Mass nearly every Sunday which allows us to give thanks for our blessings and
provides us strength to overcome our challenges. We have taught religious education to 3rd
and 4th graders for several years. We also volunteer at Church events on a regular basis.
Finances
We are established in our careers and have a solid financial
profile to help with anything that we may face in the future.
We own our home as pictured here.
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Our Promise
We are a family blessed with many gifts. We have a wonderful life with a
balance of family, religion, education and fun. The joy and excitement of
these gifts and experiences are extra special when we share them as a
family. We would love to have another child to share our love.
We promise you that, if we are selected, we will do everything to love,
safeguard, and nurture your baby. We promise that we will provide the
same atmosphere described here to any other blessings in our life. We
are a loving family and we would consider selection as the ultimate gift.
Summary
We wish you the best in your quest to make a good decision
that will result in a warm and loving home for your baby. We
share the same objective; and that is to have your child
become part of a happy and healthy family who can provide
the caring and loving environment that he or she deserves.
Our families and friends are fully supportive and excited of our
efforts to adopt a child.
We want to thank you for taking the time to read about our family. We wish you strength and
courage as you make your decision. We are here for you and would love to hear from you!
Eric and Colleen Christensen
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